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Word from the President 
 

2013 offered many highlights for our "Forever Kids Kenya" or-
ganization. When the organization was founded in early May 
2013 the future of the Mombasa day school - founded a few 
months earlier – did not look very bright on a financial point of 
view. Our short-term goal was to free the slum school from the 
severe financial difficulties and ensure a smooth running. 
 
Our donation requests have generated an incredible response 
with friends and acquaintances and the support that we have 
experienced have exceeded our wildest expectations. With 
your donation, almost 200 children can keep attending the 

nursery, kindergarten and primary school of the "Precious Vision Care Centre" and 
hence obtain a basic education. 
 
Even though the day school was able to overcome the worst financial difficulties, a lot 
remains to be done. Covering the monthly fixed costs such as school building rent, 
teachers and staff wages remains our highest priority and our short-term goal is to 
enable to cover it completely with monthly donations. 
 
In addition to these fixed costs there are many other issues which must be taken care 
of. The teaching conditions are still far from ideal. Around 30 children are currently 
clustered around an average of three textbooks in a very small space, mostly without 
desks and chairs. Two classes have to share a classroom and even the kitchen is 
being used to teach. Textbooks, teaching supplies and furniture are urgently needed 
in order to improve the learning environment as well as the quality of teaching. Build-
ing further classrooms is one of our long-term goals. 
 
In order to cover the future fixed costs of the school and the much-needed acquisi-
tions we are still relying on your generous help and hope to be able to count on your 
support next year! 
 
 
Nadja Kaufmann 

 
President, Forever Kids Kenya 
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Highlights of 2013 
 
January 7: Foundation of the Precious Vision Care Centre in Mombasa 

 
Our President Nadja Kaufmann founded 
along with the co-principals Mark Kelian 
Tipatet and Jane Wangoi the Precious 
Vision Care Centre in Mombasa, Kenya in 
January 2013. The school is located near 
the slum "Shauri Yako", which literally 
means "your own problem". The goal of 
the day school is to counteract the mean-
ing of this name by helping the children 
through education to a better future. The 
primary school with an integrated kinder-
garten and nursery offers children from 

poor backgrounds a basic education, care and recreational structures. In addition to 
the day care, the daily lunch is for many families an incentive to send their children to 
school. When the school opened in January, 76 children were attending. The original 
aim of the school was to finance itself by moderate school fees as well as local and 
international sponsors. 
 
May 6: Foundation of the Forever Kids Kenya Organization 
 
Four months after the foundation of 
Precious Vision Care Centre eight friends 
from the Baden region in Switzerland 
founded the non-profit organization 
"Forever Kids Kenya". Our aim is to 
promote the basic education of poor 
children in the slums of Kenya and ensure 
that no child is denied its right to basic 
education due to poverty and lack of 
infrastructure. Our first goal was rescuing 
the financially troubled Precious Vision 
Care Centre in Mombasa. Because of the fact that many parents were unable to pay 
for the low school fees and finding sponsors was difficult, the school could no longer 
pay for the school building rent and the moderate teacher salaries. In order to pre-
vent the closure of the school our main task was acquiring new sponsors. In order to 
generate more revenue for the school we also participated in various flea market 
sales and organized a charity party in Aarau, Switzerland. In addition to overcoming 
the financial problems we decided as one of our long-term goals of our commitment 
to improve the infrastructure and learning environment of the school. 
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June 5: Swimming classes for the students 
 
20 students of the 5th grade were given 
the opportunity to participate in swimming 
lessons: An unforgettable experience for 
the children of the Precious Vision Care 
Centre! The children who rarely get the 
chance to play with water, let alone swim 
in a pool, clearly had a blast and were 
able to escape from the humdrum school 
days for a while. This experience has 
been made possible by the staff and 
volunteers of Elective International, who 

made their pool available for free. Thanks to their generosity the 4th, 5th and 6th grade 
can enjoy two hours of swimming lessons per week during the third trimester. 
 
 
June 28: First Sport’s Day 
 
The early bird catches the worm: The first 
sports day of the Precious Vision Care 
Centre in Mombasa started early in the 
morning because there were twelve disci-
plines on the program. The children did not 
have much time to rub the sleep from their 
eyes. The day started immediately with the 
supreme discipline - the 100-meter sprint. As 
school sports equipment is sparse the 
teachers had to demonstrate a lot of 
imagination in the game activities. The 
results were exceptional games such as wheeling chairs, searching for sweets, frog 
hopping and bursting balloons. Nevertheless, the students had a lot of fun with these 
physical activities. 
	  
 
August 7: First own garden at school 
 

In addition to the traditional school 
subjects, the students also learn 
practical skills such as gardening and 
ecological waste disposal. For this 
purpose, a small garden was planted in 
the school yard at the end of the 
second trimester. In addition to a 
papaya tree the children planted corn, 
spinach and some local vegetables 
together with the co-principal "Madame 
Jane". These vegetables are used by 
the school’s cook to prepare the 
children’s daily lunch. 
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October 12: Charity-Party in Aarau 

 
Forever Kids Kenya organized a charity party on a Satur-
day evening for real party animals in the Madame Pompi-
dou Bar in Aarau. The Party Safari started with DJ Erzwo, 
who spoiled us with great funk, soul and disco music. Dur-
ing the main feeding time the legendary DJ-Duo “The Jom 
and Terry Show” invited the party goers to a cat-and-
mouse game. With Electro Swing at its finest the most 
tame house cat transformed into a big cat. We would like 
to thank the bar owner Claudio Tommasini, DJs, volun-
teers, sponsors and guests for their dedication and sup-
port. The earnings from this evening inured entirely to the 
benefit of the Precious Vision Care Centre. 
 

  
November 25: Visit of a Swiss media team 
 
Nadja Kaufmann, president of our 
organization, visited the Precious Vision 
Care Centre in Mombasa in November. 
Her suitcases were mainly filled with 
collected items for the students such as 
pencils, soccer balls, balloons, clothes, 
patches and medication. Nadja was 
accompanied by a media team consisting 
of a journalist, photographer and a 
cameraman. The trip was sponsored by 
SWISS International Air Lines through 
their campaign "Seats for Switzerland", 
which reunited Swiss people with their loved ones from all over the world The group 
was warmly welcomed by the school and got a tour of the school and the adjoining 
slum. An article with the travel experiences and impressive pictures will be released 
at the beginning of 2014 in the "Schweizer Illustrierte" (Swiss magazine). We will 
keep you updated on our website and on our facebook group with regard to the re-
lease date. 
 
November 28: Article in the Aargauer Zeitung 
 

On November 28 an article has been published in 
the local newspaper Aargauer Zeitung about our 
President Nadja Kaufmann and the work of our 
organization. For those who have missed the ar-
ticle and would like to have further information 
with regard to our organization’s principles and 
future projects, please visit our website 
www.foreverkidskenya.com. We would like to 
thank Pirmin Kramer for this article. 
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November 29: Last school day 2013 
 

Before the students, teachers and school management 
went into their well-deserved Christmas break, a small 
year-end party was organized at the school on the last 
school day of 2013. During his speech, co-principal 
Mark Kelian Tipatet talked about the school’s main 
achievements of 2013 and awarded the students with 
the best performance in the national exams. Our Presi-
dent Nadja and visibly proud parents and relatives of the 
194 children were present during the ceremony and 
handover of the certificates. After the event, our Presi-
dent met with the school administration, parents and 
representatives of the teachers and discussed the goals 
for the school year 2014. We would like to thank those 
involved for their excellent cooperation and look forward 

to continuing the partnership with the Precious Vision Care Centre in 2014. 
 
December 10: Article in the Global Education Magazine 

 
On the occasion of the International Human Rights 
Day, the Global Education Magazine released its sixth edi-
tion on December 10, 2013. Part of this edition is an article 
about the work of our association. The magazine with an 
international character seeks to promote ideas and experi-
ences from the work of educational professionals and insti-
tutions, which struggle every day to achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals. The magazine is supported by the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organi-
zation (UNESCO) and the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR). Our article is accessible on 
page 100 of the online edition or directly on our website: 

www.foreverkidskenya.com. We would like to thank Javier Collado Ruano for the op-
portunity to have an article published in his magazine. 
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Overview of earnings and expenses 2013 
 

2013 May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Earnings (in Swiss Francs) 

Montly 
donations 

150.00 210.00 446.00 541.00 671.00 707.13 803.17 883.00 

One-time 
donations 

23.55 360.95 759.60 3'880.00 1'960.00 610.79 580.00 6'493.15 

Flea 
market 
sale 

0.00 0.00 0.00 663.20 761.00 674.20 418.05 0.00 

Charity 
party 

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1'711.20 0.00 0.00 

School-
books 
donations 

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2'849.00 

Total 173.55 570.95 1'205.60 5'084.20 3'392.00 3'703.32 1'801.22 10'225.15 

Expenses (in Swiss Francs) 
Rent 
school 
building 

0.00 360.00 360.00 360.00 360.00 360.00 360.00 360.00 

Staff 
ex-
penses* 

0.00 360.00 570.00 560.00 840.00 930.00 915.00 485.00 

Banking 
fees 

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 185.45 

Total 0.00 720.00 930.00 920.00 1'200.00 1'290.00 1'275.00 1'030.45 

* At the end of 2013 the staff consists of two co-principals, ten teachers and a cook. In the first 
few months only part of the staff expenses could be paid from the earnings of the organization. 
The difference was paid by members of the organization at private expense. In September the 
organization was able to pay a salary to the co-principal of the school for the first time, who had 
until then renounced to receive a salary due to the precarious financial situation of the school. In 
October the organization was able to pay the first salary to the 2nd co-principal. Fluctuations on 
expenses result from currency fluctuations and cost reductions during school holidays. 
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